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Appendix C: Record of Public Input

Note: All comments are verbatim, adjusted only to correct misspellings.

Sticky notes from Open House

Feedback on Concept 1

Lighting need for tractor pull tracks

Bleachers on both sides of poll track

Horseshoe pits are not necessary at this time

A bigger playground including equipment for older children is well needed

Having 2 full-size soccer fields is good for growth in the future

Baseball diamond can be used by all ages. Splash pad is for children only

Soccer community gets a great face lift in one location

Horseshoe pits can be located between library and ORC

Need vehicular access to horse corral

Soccer should not be the only option for Puslinch youth interested in sports. This centre
should be a multi-sport facility

| just want to know how much this will cost to build and how much to upkeep yearly

I like it because | want the ability to actually rent it out for tournaments

Ball diamond with improved lighting will promote others to come and use the facility
Concept 1 is more suitable to continue our Annual Fall Fair

Love Concept #1

Ball Diamond should have protective netting around it!

Like Concept 1—all sports activities in Puslinch are represented, great green space
Concept 1 is great, baseball diamond is there. NO splash pad and there will be lower
maintenance

Use #1 — On soccer fields, look seriously at artificial turf, a solid investment for a long
time

Prefer Concept #1 with ball diamond. There is a splash pad started off Clair Road only
10 minutes away, already dug

Concept #1 makes the most sense

Men’s fastball, 3 Oldtimers teams, Puslinch Ladies fastball, Bantam Boys, Peewee Boys,
7 teams minimum at this point! How are 6-7 ball teams to play on one diamond? That’s
just games, not practice time

Feedback on Concept 2

Move smallest soccer field and make splash pad and park area there

LOVE IT—splash pad, soccer, pavilion

Make sure pull track is to proper length for insurance, etc.

Splash pad will not get used

Public access via Maple Lane—safer with lights for turning

How many kids in Puslinch play baseball?

Horse area needs judge booth with hydro on both plans. Also need parking for tracks
and horse trailers.

Take ball diamond away—turn into soccer fields—Morriston Meadows, less usage on
these diamonds

How much to build? How much to maintain yearly? Seems expensive!

Would be costly to move septic bed under splash pad

Township of Puslinch — Puslinch Community Centre Park Master Plan Page C-1
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¢ Why is Maple Lane considered a “private road”?
Option #2—how will the plans impact the Fall Fair?

e Concept 2 has MORE options instead of having to travel out of the community to Guelph
or Cambridge. Stay local!

Other Feedback
e Close the road in front of the ORC on both designs...use Maple Leaf Lane
Seems too expensive for a small community!
Can we really afford either of these options?
The facilities with 2 baseball diamonds in one location get a lot more use, possibly build
a facility with 2 diamonds
A second baseball diamond at the community centre
Asphalt trail loop
Circular trail around the entire park
Trail ought to be next to the creek, especially as previous owner already cleared an 8
foot path next to it
Consider moving soccer fields to Morriston as well as having one large field in Aberfoyle
e Turn Morriston Meadows in a park and splash pad for families. Quiet and surrounded by
families

Comment Sheets Received at Open House

If the goal of Puslinch is to attract young families—which economically it should be—Concept 2
with the splash pad is by far the better idea. We need more things for Puslinch kids to do in our
township instead of going to Guelph. There are more than enough other ball diamonds. Please
pick Concept 2.
—Alison Kwarta

As a woman with a young family, | would LOVE to see an updated park FURTHER away from
the road and splash pad. The extra soccer fields are great. The overall look and feel of the
community centre feels more current and will speak to MORE families. | LOVE CONCEPT 2.
—Kelly Wayne

We should seriously consider artificial turf on the soccer fields. It is a huge investment but will
pay for itself over and over. Let’s look for infrastructure money to make it happen.
—Ken Williams (Optimist Club)

Two full-sized soccer fields would be better utilized for future growth than one full and a small.
The picnic shelter is a really good addition to the park. The trail would be better as a loop, right
now the length would only satisfy dog walkers. A splash pad could be for the future. If parking is
an issue for Fall Fair Day, the school could be utilized or the flea market with a shuttle.
Horseshoe pits aren’t necessary at this time, haven’t been used for many years. My vote would
be to work with Option 1.

—June Williams

Township of Puslinch — Puslinch Community Centre Park Master Plan (Phase 1) Page C-2
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We need baseball diamonds more than splash pads—they are expensive to build and maintain.
| agree we need more soccer fields, but not at the expense of other sports. Compromise!
—Sandra Solomon

Will field be lit in soccer area? Will playground equipment, new or existing, be moved over? No
to splash pad as we don’t have enough people to use it—unless they are coming from the south
end of Guelph. Extend fencing on baseball diamond so cars/people playing horseshoes are not
hit. Traffic will increase on Maple Lane—if | lived there | would be upset. Who is going to deal
with that?

—M. Hauwert

I would like to see the ball diamond stay where it is because | can walk up four nights and talk to
my friends. Ball is a big part of my life.
—Audrey Mast

Keep the ball diamonds where they are. Put additional soccer fields elsewhere in Puslinch (i.e.
Morriston). This will elevate traffic, cars, congestion, all in one day. Farmers’ market needs
parking too. To spend money moving a septic bed is the wrong use of town money. Place things
like splash pad in another spot in the design. All in all, DO NOT move forward with either
concept as the tax base and budgets don’t allow for such spending. OR Put street lights along
the Aberfoyle sidewalk so old time residents can walk safely.

—Mark Mast

I would like any future plans for the community centre to include and not disturb the baseball
diamond. It is a part of the community!
—Brian Jefferson

All options seem far too expensive. What are the upfront/annual costs for these? Why lit soccer
fields? Kids don’t need that in the summer | don’t think.
—Kevin Johnson

| like the idea of three soccer pitches plus baseball field. Baseball field should have protective
netting around it. Concept 2 could be 2 9x9 and 1 11x11 (full size).
—Bruce Joy (PMSC)

I like Concept 1. | have concerns over the cost of the splash pad and the moving of the septic
bed in Concept 2. If the ball diamond is to be removed, 7 baseball teams which require lights
will not be able to cohabitate and baseball won’t disappear, it will be pushed out. The ball
diamond was originally donated by people of the township, not tax dollars. If you’re going to
remove a ball diamond, do Morriston Meadows.

—Cameron Tuck (Oldtimers Baseball President)

Additional Written Correspondence Received

Thank you for hosting the meeting last night. Had a lot of great discussions. Could you pass on
these notes to the planning consultants as | don’t have their email? The field dimensions on the
proposed concepts plans were: Full sized field: 200mx63m; 9 v 9 field: 75mx55m. Ideally would
like full-sized field to be: 200mx70m (current Arkell field) and 9 v 9 field to be 75mx48m (current
PCC field).

—Bruce Joy (President, Puslinch Minor Soccer Club)
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Thanks for the work you have done on the concept plan for the Puslinch Community Centre
lands. In our discussion | mentioned that | would like to see an extension of the trail to start at
the Community Garden, follow the fence line, and around the tennis courts by Mill Creek, and
follow the creek to the newly purchased lands and the previous trail head. As | indicated before,
this would probably increase the trail length to about 1km.

—Wayne Stokley, Puslinch Councillor

Don’t know how you could even consider removing the baseball diamond!
—Anonymous

Concept 1 for sure. Our family has used this diamond for baseball many, many years and would
wish to in many coming years. This baseball diamond also serves as the only diamond in the
community. There will be many soccer fields in this new plan, let’s keep the only diamond.
—Troy Cox

This email is in regards to the new plans for the Puslinch community centre. Myself, my
teammates who all play baseball for Puslinch, as well as my family and friends would all
appreciate that in the new design for the community centre, that the baseball diamond remains
intact. Most all of us have been playing on that diamond since we could swing a bat or throw a
ball. We all have many fond memories of playing there and would like to create many more.
—Troy Cox

Strongly prefer the Concept 1 that retains the baseball diamond. This has been a hub for
activities and baseball for a few generations. It should be there for our grandchildren and future
generations to play ball. Especially for the minor age groups.

—Brian and Janice Cox

Concept #1= Awesome. Don’t get rid of the ball field.
—Brandon Viol

| was at the Open House for the Community Centre Park Concept last Thursday night and
observed the drawings and proposals presented. | have lived in the community my entire life
and am a proud Puslinch resident and have participated in countless activities offered at our
Community Centre hub. | have been involved in Puslinch Minor ball and have coached
softball/fastball for 25 years and still coach our Puslinch Intermediate Men’s team that play out
of the Aberfoyle ball park. | may not be popular with my baseball counter parts but | believe that
we have outgrown that ball park with the proximity to the Optimists Recreation building, library,
and community centre. It is now a dangerous and busy location for all the activities going on
whether it is a Community Centre booking, Saturday Farmer’s Market or arena rental. My
concern, however, is that there are presently 6-7 teams that require lights to play 8:30 pm
games and ‘if’ the ball diamond was removed, where would these teams play their night games?
Would lights ever get installed at Morriston Meadows where that location is under-used?
Baseball is a long and traditional part of Puslinch history and unfortunately has lost its minor ball
registration due to more sport activities being offered to our youth, primarily soccer. Maybe we
have let our baseball voices go quiet because there has always been a facility for us to play at
but this has me concerned.

—Mark Slade

Township of Puslinch — Puslinch Community Centre Park Master Plan (Phase 1) Page C-4
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Some of my opinions regarding future uses of Puslinch parkland: I like some of the proposed
ideas such as the lit full-size soccer field. This will increase the usage with additional night time
availability. The size of the second field if it was built should be contingent on what happens
elsewhere in the park. Soccer seems to be a growing sport as the membership keeps growing
and it's good to become less dependent on the field in Arkell but keep using it as long as we
can. | believe over half the members of soccer come from the city of Guelph so we are
accommodating kids from outside the township. | commend soccer for their promotion of our
facilities and programs. | like the proposed trail loop around the new land. This will be great for
young and old to promote physical activity. Our playground equipment does need to be
updated, not only in Aberfoyle but in the other parks as well. Picnic areas with a shelter similar
to Morriston would be a nice addition. Upgrades to the tennis courts are due but should be done
in partnership with the tennis club addressing their needs. In respect to the relocation of the
tractor pull area or other Fall Fair related events, it really depends on whether the second
soccer field is built and the size and location of it. It seems the construction of new soccer fields
could directly affect the whole layout of the “Park”. As more people are coming to the park, the
parking will need to be addressed also. The cost of the proposed splash pad | think would be
excessive considering it may only be used a couple months of the year. The possible removal of
the ball diamond | don’t think is a good idea at this time. We have two great lit ball fields in
Morriston and Aberfoyle and even with the reduced usage of them nowadays once you take
them away, they can’t be replaced. | realize that the lights are a concern but couldn’t we start to
budget now for possible replacement in the future if the diamonds are kept? Maybe an
alternative would be to convert Morriston Meadows’ large ball field into a soccer facility. You
would still have the smaller ball field that is there for use (it does need a little work though).
Along with the playground and picnic shelter, it makes for a great park and relieves some
congestion in Aberfoyle. One of my main concerns is the under usage of our facilities. What if
we could do a better job of promoting and coordinating sports and activities within the township?
We have great parks and community centers and it would be nice to see them used more. |
wonder if a recreational coordinator would be a feasible option, even on a trial basis. They could
encourage and set up sports programs and recreational activities for township residents. Keep
up the good work Puslinch!

—Tom Jefferson

Hello, another member of the township has given me this email and the instruction that you are
the audience to whom | can express my opinion regarding the Aberfoyle ball diamond and its
future. My name is Brian Jefferson and | have been a proud Puslinch resident all my life. | take
great pride in our township and have represented it with the same pride at countless
tournaments. Puslinch has won titles at the inter-county level (6x) and provincially (7x). Some of
those games were won on our home diamond including last year when we won our 7" ORSA
title. 1 very simply would like to strongly express my hope that our diamond remains where it is.
More than welcome to discussing improvements and renovations.

—Brian Jefferson

I am a long-time Puslinch resident and have been playing baseball for Minor Ball/Puslinch
Kodiaks (Mens) for over 20 years. The new planning for the Community Centre, from my
understanding, involves the removal of the Aberfoyle Baseball Diamond. | am strongly opposed
to this idea, as removing this ball diamond will only further hinder baseball endeavours for this
community and | believe the damage in doing this will be irreparable. If the community were to
actually install a second baseball diamond, the dividends/tournament hosting opportunities
would increase tenfold which could potentially bring in annual revenue per tournament hosted.
Many other rural Ontario communities (Mitchell, Waterdown, Shakespeare, etc.) thrive off the
ball tournaments that they host and our community centre has such great potential to do that as

Township of Puslinch — Puslinch Community Centre Park Master Plan (Phase 1) Page C-5



well! For example: we hosted a tournament here last year during the market on a Saturday
morning and the activity and buzz around the diamond was really impressive, with large groups
of people flocking over to the diamond to watch our team play and, eventually, will the
tournament. So many community people were asking when we played and wanted to see more
baseball at this venue moving forward, not less. And | truly do not believe installing a gazebo,
etc. is going to offer our centre the same benefits as having multiple home grown teams
representing our community and continuing the use of this field. Not only has this diamond
hosted multiple generations of ball players that now compete on a world stage, but if we
eliminated the diamond, we are only further hindering our children from being active within the
community, as the connection to our town centre becomes a thing of the past. In conclusion,
eliminating one of the few remaining lit ball diamonds in this community would not only wash
away 50+ years of baseball history played here but | believe would effectively destroy minor ball
moving forward.

—Joseph Gallo Jr.

My name is James Gallo. | wanted to voice my support for the ball diamond in Aberfoyle to stay
intact. Few reasons being... there are still local clubs who use the diamond, namely the Puslinch
Kodiaks who have represented this town on the world level (ISC 2014). It is also part of our
history in Puslinch when it comes to fastball/softball. Many generations have played on this
diamond. Tearing it down will hurt the town’s presence when it comes to fastball/softball and
negate the growth of the sport. | firmly believe there is more than enough space for the ball
diamond and multiple soccer fields to co-exist.

—James Gallo

For 176 years the Aberfoyle Agricultural Society has serviced the Township of Puslinch by
increasing the awareness of, and improve the quality of agriculture, home crafts and the rural
lifestyle. Each year the Society puts on an agricultural fair during the second weekend in
September on what is now the Puslinch Community Centre grounds and which is now being
looked at under the Puslinch Community Centre Park Concept. The Fair has been held on these
grounds since 1867 based on an agreement that the lands would be deeded to the municipality
in return for allowing the Agricultural Society to hold the fair on these grounds as long as they
existed. The Aberfoyle Agricultural Society is pleased to see that the park concept plan
incorporates the Tractor pull track and the horse riding area in the proposed options. These
functions are integral to our fair. However we do have some concerns. The existing horse riding
area is built on special soils (mainly sand) which provides a soft surface for the horses and
excellent drainage. We would be concerned if the new areas proposed did not incorporate
similar services. As well it is our request that the size of the area stay the same and that there is
a staging area next to the horse riding area for the horses. Secondly, we need to ensure that
there is sufficient parking. In the past we have used the acquired lands as parking. If these
lands are going to accommodate new soccer fields will there be sufficient parking on fair days?
For tractor pulls, there will need to be space were tractors can be unloaded, parked until it is
their turn to pull and where tractors can weigh in. As well the tractor pull surface needs to be
constructed of special material. | hope that this information provided is useful. We look forward
to working with the Township in helping to upgrade our community centre grounds while
maintaining our agricultural heritage through our annual fair.

—Don McKay, Aberfoyle Agricultural Society
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