
Minutes 
COP Committee 

  
June 27, 2012 

Township of Puslinch Office 
 

 
Present:  Glenna Smith (Chair), Paul Anderson, Councillor Susan Fielding, Ted Laws, 
Vaughan Norman, Doug Smith, Wayne Stokley, Sgt. Mike Ashley, Dave Haley, Ron Van 
Ooteghem, Heather Laybourne and Sandra Solomon.  
Guests:  Linda Dickson, Community Emergency Management Coordinator for Wellington 
County, Karen Harding, Duff’s Church Community Nurse, Rob Hill, Guelph-Wellington EMS. 
Regrets: Holly Franklin . 
 
Meeting commenced at 7:00 pm.  
 
Vial of Life 

 Linda outlined her experience with the introduction of Vial of Life in Mini Lakes. 

 Her concern was the maintenance of the program and was pleased to find that it has 
been continued at Mini Lakes. 

 Currently Guelph-Wellington EMS is handing out packages containing the Vial of Life 
(plus an information sheet and magnet for the outside of the fridge) at their office on 
Claire Road, Guelph, and as they respond to situations in the area. 

 Linda felt it was an inexpensive program and using Puslinch as a pilot area in the 
County to implement the program would be a good idea.  

 There was some discussion regarding the information contained in the vial:  medication 
and allergies and the potential for liability. 

 Ted explained that the program at Mini Lakes did not list the medication as there was 
the danger it would not be kept up to date. 

 The health care professionals present felt that any information was better than nothing. 

 Ted noted that they had regular health and safety meetings at Mini Lakes and the 
residents were reminded to update their Vial of Life information at every meeting. 

 Paul suggested that updating could be linked to the twice a year smoke detector check 
(when you change your clocks, check your smoke detector battery – and, also your Vial 
of Life). 

 There was discussion on how to keep track of who was using the program and how to 
get the information out to the community. 

 Because so many of the residents pay their taxes through the bank, sending the 
information out with tax bills would not work. 

 Karen holds workshops for Seniors, which would be a good resource and she would 
also advertise and distribute the vials during home visits.  

 Seniors’ luncheons in the community were also possibilities. 

 Dave noted that 54% of the residents of Millcreek lived alone and he had organized an 
association meeting for early July - Ted was giving a presentation on the Vial of Life. 

 It was decided that, given the obvious support amongst those attending, and the 
opportunity to start the distribution process through Karen and Millcreek, the Committee 
would go ahead with the introduction of the program. 



 A sub-committee was struck:  Glenna, Karen, Linda, Heather and Ted. 

 As well as looking into the cost of magnets (Linda), remodeling the list (Karen), other 
potential groups will have to be identified and contacted (e.g. churches who would have 
a data base of older people in the community). 

 Once the program is in place, Linda felt it would be easy enough to incorporate the 
information into a Fire Department training session to bring them up to date. 

 Launch date for the Vial of Life program would be the Fall Fair on September 8th. 

 It was suggested that people who collect the vials at the Fall Fair be asked to provide 
their names/contact information as a way of keeping track of who is using the program. 

 Susan had the names of student volunteers looking for “hours” who could assist with 
putting the packages together. 

 Ted will contact the lady from Maple Leaf Acres to thank her for the offer to do the 
magnets but inform her that we will be using the EMS ones instead. 

 Ted requested that a letter be provided to him for the University Square Pharmacy 
requesting the donation of 500 vials. 

 Susan needs a draft of the information letter that will go with the vials for Carlisle 
Pharmacy. 

 Sandra will provide the letter/information to Ted and Susan. 
Glenna thanked Linda, Rob and Karen for attending the meeting.  
 
Morriston Update 

 Mike had not been informed that the speed monitor had been operational. 

 He will check to see if any statistics are available yet. 

 Wayne provided an update on Council’s meeting with Minister Chiarelli, MTO. 

 They had taken the economic approach and he felt it had been a productive meeting. 

 The Minister was concerned with the affect the congestion was having on slowing down 
the truck traffic - time is money to the trucking industry. 

 The Minister suggested that Mayor Dennis Lever get a stakeholders group together 
(businesses in the area, trucking companies, etc.) and arrange another meeting with 
him in the fall. 

 
Mike’s Report 

 Mike said that Insp. Scott Smith was moving to Bruce-Grey and that a new person 
would be appointed for Wellington County.  

 Mike was now back on the road and working out of Centre Wellington. 

 His e-mail address remained the same. 
 
New Business 
      Fall Fair. 

 With the launch of the Vial of Life this was starting to take shape. 
Santa Claus Parade  

 We had not participated last year – were we going to this year? 

 Some preliminary suggestions were made on our participation. 

 More discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
November Meeting 

 Still keeping the abuse theme in play, it was decided that perhaps we should look at 
having a speaker to deal with internet bullying, especially amongst the youth.  



 Mike will see if he can get a speaker. 

 More discussion will take place at the next meeting. 

 Karen will mention the topic to the Duff’s Youth Worker. 
 
Other Business 
     911 Problems at Puslinch Lake 

 Heather mentioned that 911 responders had problems finding locations around Puslinch 
Lake.  Could anything be done about it? 

 Part of the problem was that many of the roads are private roads. 

 They are also duplicate names of other roads in the Township. 

 Linda, as Emergency Co-ordinator, was working to correct this. 

 Mike suggested that residents of the lake may want to change their address with Bell to 
include the fire number. 

 He would get Heather’s contact information and look into it for her. 
Additional Meeting 

 Because there is so much that needs to be dealt with regarding the Vial of Life program 
and the November meeting, a July meeting has been added:   July 25, 2012 

 
 
The next COP Committee meeting will take place on July 25, 2012 at the Township 
Offices.  All are welcome. 
 
Following Meeting:  August 15, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 


