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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH
CAPITAL AND OPERATING BUDGET MEETING

AGENDA ADDENDUM

DATE: Wednesday, January 16, 2019
CLOSED MEETING: 8:30 A.M.
REGULAR MEETING: 9:00 A.M

# Denotes resolution prepared

poP

Call the Meeting to Order

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest & the General Nature Thereof.

CLOSED ITEMS #

(a) Confidential Verbal Report from Karen Landry, CAO/Clerk regarding litigation
or potential litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting
the municipality or local board and advice that is subject to solicitor-client
privilege, including communications necessary for that purpose with respect to
OMERS.

COMMUNICATIONS

1. Township of Puslinch- Future Satellite Fire Station Site
a. Correspondence from S.W. Irvine & Associates dated April 3, 2018.

2. Fox Run Parkette
a. Correspondence from John Arnold.

DELEGATIONS #

9:05 a.m.- Art Zymerman and Lorne Wallace from the Puslinch Lake
Conservation Association with respect to a grant request for $25,000
in support of lake dredging

9:15 a.m.- Mary Christidis, Mark Wineberqg, Barbara Redmond with respect to

the Fox Run Park.

REPORTS#

Finance Department

1. Report FIN-2018-036 - 2019 Proposed Operating Budget (Previously
provided at the December 12, 2018 Meeting)

2. Report FIN-2019-003 - 2019 Grant Application Program

3. Report FIN-2019-004 - 2019 Capital and Operating Budget Update



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH
DECEMBER 12, 2018 BUDGET MEETING

7. NOTICE OF MOTION

1. Councillor Sepulis with respect to the paving of Township roads

8. CONFIRMING BY-LAW #

(a) By-law to confirm the proceedings of Council for the Corporation of the
Township of Puslinch.

9. ADJOURNMENT #
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Delegate Request
January 16, 2019

Meeting Date:

Township of Puslinch
7404 Wellington Road 34
Puslinch, ON, NOB 2J0
T:(619) 763 — 1226

F: (619) 763 — 5846
www.puslinch.ca

Applicant Information

Applicant Name:

Mary Christidis, Mark Wineberg, Barbara Redmond

Te—

Email Address: — —

Telephone Number: _

Purpose of delegation (state position taken on issue, if applicable):

To speak in favour of the Fox Run Park.




| am submitting a formal presentation to accompany my delegation:

Yes: ES No:

| will require the following audio-visual equipment:

PowerPoint: ES

Note: delegations are permitted to speak for 10 minutes. Your form or letter must
be received 24 hours before the preparation of the Council agenda. This usually
means at least one week prior to the Council meeting.

Personal Information collected on this form is collected under the authority of the
Municipal Act and will be used only for the purposes of sending correspondence
relating to matters before Council and for creating a record that is available to the
general public in a hard copy format and on the internet in an electronic format in
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act. Questions regarding the collection of this information may be directed to the
Township Clerk’s office.

The Township of Puslinch is committed to providing accessible formats and
communication supports for people with a disability. If another format would
work better for you, please contact the Township Clerk’s office for assistance.



January 14, 2019

To: James Seeley, Mayor of Puslinch Township,
and Township Councilors Mathew Bulmer, Jessica Goyda, Ken Roth, and John Sepulis:

We would like to thank Council for their continued commitment to the development of the Fox
Run parkland that had been dedicated for this use over 20 years ago, both for this community and
the township as a whole; as well as ensuring that any attending drainage issues be addressed, both
to make the park more accessible and alleviate the impact on the neighboring properties.

In a previous letter to Council, dated January 8, 2019, we discussed two topics: the preference for
crushed stone and dust for the walking trail; and urging the council to consolidate the two budget
items (drainage and walking trail construction) into one, to be completed during the 2019 budget
year. Here we want to take the time and review why the walking trail is so important for the
community, especially for the new council members who may not have attended the June Open-
House about Fox Run park and the September Council meeting where this was discussed as well.

The survey says ... walking-trail

During the first two weeks of July, the Fox Run community was consulted through a survey that
was composed and administered by the CAO. The residents were asked to select their number one
and two choice from the following list: status quo; divest to a neighborhood association; divest to
the owners of the houses abutting the park; and “other” where the residents were asked to specify
what they meant by “other” in a separate letter.

The results, which were released in September of 2018, were unambiguous. As their first choice,
of the 51 houses who responded (63 were asked to participate), 29 chose “other”, with 100%
specifying a walking-trail be added to the park (the next most popular suggestions were benches
and solving the drainage issues, with a few respondents asking for a play-structure for children);
15 chose status quo; 5 chose naturalization; and only 2 chose divestment. In summary of the 98%
that wanted to keep the park, 90% wanted it maintained and only 10% wanted it naturalized.
Furthermore, of the 90% who wanted it maintained, two-thirds expressly asked for a walking trail
to be added.

The importance of having the park

It is also important to note that, though the community is surrounded by protected natural areas,
they are not accessible as they are all within privately owned property. With Brock road creating a
man-made barrier to the other parks in the area, the Fox Run Park becomes the only easily
accessible park in walking distance to the residence of this community. According to the Parks
and Recreation Master Plan, playgrounds should be no more than 0.8 km from a community. The
nearest park other than Fox Run Park is the Community Centre Park, which is approximately 2km
away, and down a main highway. This becomes an untenable walk for children, elderly or the
infirm.



Changing demographics, changing needs

The park actually has been used extensively in the past: by the community children for tag,
impromptu soccer games, and even, during the winter, skating on the frozen “pond” formed by the
drainage problem; by the homeowners as a central community hub through community
gatherings during Victoria Day or Canada Day; etc. Over the past few years as the children have
grown up and moved out, but the demographic of the community is beginning to turn over again,
with young families moving back in along with their new children. Furthermore, the families that
have not moved out are now aging and in need a place to walk to maintain their health, which is
not currently supported by the narrow Fox Run streets, with no sidewalk and its steep culverts.
Dog walkers would appreciate the path too, of which this community has many. This commuter
community has become, more and more a walking community, allowing residents an opportunity
to go for a walk and decompress after a long drive home, newly retired members of the
community stretch their legs with a lap or two at night, and new mothers a place to walk their
stroller without fear of oncoming traffic ... hence the strong support for the walking-trail on the
survey (that was not expressly given as an option).
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Multiple features for a variety of needs

The working group within the community that spearheaded the Fox Run Park petition to save the
park, as well as developed the presentation for the open house, obtained feedback from all the
residence regarding their vision for the park. There are many groups of residence that could use
this park if well planned. The community has many different demographics within it, young
families with mothers and newborns, children who need a park to kick a ball around in or toss a
Frisbee, and dog walkers and evening strollers.



Our vision for the park, as you can see from the diagram above, includes facilities to support all
these needs. A walking trail was the most predominant choice of community members, as well as
maintenance. The area should also have spotted areas of naturalization to provide natural beauty
as well as landscape features that support nature. In is imperative to maintain some open space,
so there is an area for children toss a ball around and families to gather for various holiday
celebrations as we have had in the past. Benches are provided to allow residence to sit and catch
up with each other, read a book, enjoy looking at the beauty of the park (as you can see we placed
many benches around the naturalized area), or simply to rest.

We prepared this summary as it has been over half a year since the open house and we felt that it
would be helpful to review the developments and community wishes with respect to the park. It is
our hope that this will provide the new Council with a quick overview of what the community
needs and wants from a fully developed park and what we envision the park could become for us
as a community, and the Township as a whole.

Sincerely

Barbara Redmond Judith Sidlofsky-Stoffman Gwen Zellen

Mari Christidis




January 14, 2019

To: James Seeley, Mayor of Puslinch Township,
and Township Councilors Mathew Bulmer, Jessica Goyda, Ken Roth, and John Sepulis:

We would like to thank Council for their continued commitment to the development of the Fox
Run parkland that had been dedicated for this use over 20 years ago, both for this community and
the township as a whole; as well as ensuring that any attending drainage issues be addressed, both
to make the park more accessible and alleviate the impact on the neighboring properties.

On the drainage issue, we are especially pleased for the Council’s decision to refer to an
Engineering consulting firm to determine the nature of the drainage problem and any possible
solutions. The neighbors who have been affected by pooling water on their property and flooding
in their basement (or constantly running sump pumps) have been raising concerns since the
creation of the park to little apparent effect. To our knowledge Steve and Laurel Berry of 28 Fox
Run Drive, Dr. Gwen Zellen of 40 Fox Run Drive and Paul Kudla of 15 Deer View Ridge have all had
conversations with staff at the Township about this issue over the years.

According to Mr. Kudla, two easements were issued between the properties at the entranceways
to the park, for access to drainage infrastructure. The one between 20 and 24 Fox Run Drive on
the south-west side of the park was completed, however the infrastructure between 17 and 15
Deer View Ridge at the north-east side, was not, causing the water to back up along the properties
on the east side of the park, both pooling around Fox Run Drive 28 and 40 (which in past years
occasionally freezes in winter and was used by the neighborhood children as a skating pond), as
well as apparently flowing out between 44 and 46 Fox Run Drive into the culvert along the road.

Dr. Zellen was one of the first owners in the Fox Run estates subdivision and provides some
history of the problem as it relates to her property:

Jan 13,2019 Dr. Gwen Zellen

]
Puslinch, ON

As expressed at the Town Council meeting of September 19, 2018, the key drainage issue is at the
back left corner of the park adjacent to the parcel of land at 40 Fox Run and the Berry’s property at 28
Fox Run. This area was a pond when I first bought the property some 25 years ago and it was filled in
when the property at 28 Fox Run was developed resulting in the issues since that time.

The Berry’s have had chronic drainage issues as have the previous owners. Steve Berry with the
Town'’s assistance dug a wee ditch across the park adjacent to my property, which, according to
previous conversations with Steve, helped a bit, but not much.

What it has resulted in however, due to the drainage issues, is that the corner of the park doesn’t get
cut in the spring and early summer as it is too wet, and once it does dry enough, the thistles are too
high and the ditch presents a barrier and no cutting of the thistles occurs. The thistles thrive in the
wet; their control requires cutting them before they blossom, which is difficult due to the
conditions. Drainage correction and control of the thistles would help in this regard. This stagnant



water also provides suitable habitat for mosquitos, which may have public health implications. [ have
put up a bluebird house in an attempt to invite birds to control the populations.

Sincerely,

Dr. Gwen Zellen

As Dr. Zellen mentioned, the pond that originally formed primarily resided on the Berry’s property
of 28 Fox Run Drive". We approached the Berry’s for their understanding of the situation and they
provided the following to be shared:

Jan 14,2019

Puslinch, ON

Approximately % of our 1.7 acre property is soaked till late June early July each year.

Each year our in-ground pool liner separated from the pool frame and water needs to be pumped out to
fix it. This is due to the saturation of the soil from the backup of the water.

6 of our blue spruce have died years ago and the remaining trees in that area of the property are in poor
health (easily compared to the rest of the trees on our property)

Due to the flooding & backup of drainage water, on the South East corner of the parkland, the field can’t
be cut like the rest of the park. By the time the ground does dry up, the weeds & grass are so high, this are
does not get cut. The area is full of thistles, which have invaded neighbouring properties.

It is very apparent, that the last house built on the park (44 Fox Run Drive) has added to the drainage
problem. Last spring, while the area was soaked, | went to the township office to explain that the grading of
the new house property was affecting the drainage even more. 1 was told the final grading inspection was
still to be done, and it would be addressed then. I did state that it should be looked at before summer
arrived to hide the problem.

Several years ago [ had addressed this issue with the township who after inspection in the spring,
determined yes there was an issue. That summer, they attempted to fix the drainage. That following
spring, it was apparent that although the fix did make the drainage better, it has still an issue. [ personally
went out to the drainage ditch with a level, shovel & gravel to make the water flow quicker. It became
apparent that larger equipment was needed to do the job correctly.

A final decision of no to fixing the drainage should not be considered till the area is inspected in the
spring. Anyone is welcome to see for themselves this spring (They are free to walk our property, but I
suggest they bring boots).

Sincerely,

Steve and Laurel Berry

As mentioned by Dr. Zellen, the Berrys, the owners of #28 with the Township, to mitigate some of
the drainage problems, had a small ditch added adjacent to #40 to little effect. Later they installed
a French drain on one side of their property (between #28 and #26); these drain the standing pool

* Rounding the bend of Fox Run Drive at that corner of the park, the house numbering becomes non-consecutive;
starting from 28, which backs on the park on the south, to 30, which does not back onto the park, to 40, which backs
on to the park on the east.



of water into the culvert by the road. However, still the the lack of drainage seems to have
persisted.

As should be clear from the discussion so far, the water problems have been especially hard on the
family who has just built on 44 Fox Run Drive. We reproduce here a letter that they wrote and
asked us to include:

Jan 12,2019 Biix"i Y"in ini Hilin Song

Re: drainage problem Puslinch, ON
Dear Mayor,

We write this letter to bring our concerns to your attention.

Since we moved in May 2016, we have been always facing the water drainage problem around our
property. Our builder, Timberworx, mentioned to us several times about the poor design of drainage in this
area. As such, when it rains, water is built up around our property, worse between our property and 46 Fox
Run Drive. In the later Spring and Summer there is always a lot of water pooling between our properties
that attracts many ducks swimming here.

In the Summer 2017, we had a basement flood causing big damage to our house.

We really hope that our township can have this problem resolved as soon as possible as our young
grandchildren often visit us and play in the back yard, this is big safety concern.

Sincerely,

Baoxue Yuan, Helen Song

In summary, there has been a water drainage issue along the east side of the park affecting many
of the properties along that edge beginning from the very establishment of the subdivision.
Various attempts to correct the problem have been attempted over the years, some by the
Township and some by the property owners. These attempts have had greater or lesser effects on
correcting the problem, but none have completely succeeded, indicating that either a full
understanding of the problem has not been achieved, or the solutions implemented to fix the
problem were insufficient. With the construction of #44 Fox Run Drive, the problem has now
gotten worse.

Correctly determining the source of the water problems and how to resolve it is of vital
importance to us as a community. The fix to this problem could be as simple as completing the
connection from the park to culvert on the north-east side, as was originally planned; perhaps it is
something else. So once again we want to thank Council for the decision to bring on board the
experts needed to assess and resolve this issue.

Sincerely

Mari Christidis Barbara Redmond Judith Sidlofski Stoffman  Gwen Zellen



Mary Christidis

I
Puslinch, Ontario
NOB2J0

Mayor James Seeley
Township of Puslinch

7404 Wellington Road 34
Puslinch, Ontario, NOB 2J0

Tuesday, January 8, 2019
Dear Ms Landry,

Both Barb Redmond and myself (Mary Christidis) attended Council’s budget
meeting of December 12, 2018. We wanted to take the time to share some concerns
that we had arising from the discussions amongst Council and staff.

There are two main concerns to the residents of this community: first we noticed an
inconsistency with respect to what the residents of Fox Run requested as a base
material for the proposed walking trail; second, the proposed work for the park has
been split over a two-year period of time.

Inconsistency of Base Material for Walking Trail

During the meeting, Don Creed (Director of Public Works) presented additional
information for his portion of the budget. At that time we had noted that he had
prepared a cost estimate for a hard surface paved walking path. If you review the
residents’ presentations at the open house and as delegates before Council during
the September 19, 2018 Council meeting, you will find in the minutes that there was
specific mention for the walking trail to be comprised of “crushed stone with dust”.

The residents of this community specifically did not request a hard paved path for a
walking trail in our neighborhood, and do not feel that it would suit the esthetic of
the communities design and spirit. We did request that the walking trail be
somewhat accessible for wheelchairs and strollers, as we have members of the
community that would benefit from that. We did suggest however, that we would be
interested in a path that consisted of crushed stone and dust or alternatively mulch
if that cost was too prohibitive.

Having the walking trail paved, not only would not suit the community but the cost
involved far exceeds what many would feel comfortable spending on the on the

walking trail and could result in a stalled project.

Splitting the Work over a two year period



The members of the Fox Run Community have put forward a concerted effort and
received a strong resolution in favor of the park; a resolution where the Park would
be planned and developed within the same year. We feel strongly that we should
share our disappointment and concerns of having the project split over two years.

We recognize the importance of resolving the drainage, as we ourselves raised the
issue and understand the natural tendency of planners to see this as two separate
issues. However we feel it would be more cost efficient to have all the work done at
the same time while the large equipment is already on site. Doing so, would make it
less intrusive to the neighborhood overall, as opposed to a disruption to the
neighborhood over a two year period of time. Having heavy equipment here for an
extended period also raises concerns regarding safety for families with young
children in the neighbourhood.

The residents have waited over 25 years for the development of a green space in our
community, and note that the size and scope of the project should not really require
two years of Council’s attention as the community is asking for a very simple low
level walking trail.

In summary

We would like to let Council know that this community would like to respectfully
ask Council reconsider completing all the work in the current year, and redirect staff
to cost crushed stone with dust or mulch as a base material for the walking trail.

Doing so, would not only allow Council to redirect their efforts on more significant
issues and business across the township, but also permit the residents of this

community to get back to our daily lives, and focus on our homes and families.

Sincerely,

Mari Christidis Barbara Redmond Judith Sidlofsky-Stoffman Gwen Zellen

Dr.
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