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PUSLINCH LAKE 

GRCA Presentation to Puslinch 
Township Council 

June 3, 2015 
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Puslinch Lake 
Puslinch Lake is the largest 

kettle lake in North America at 
approximately 385 acres (156 
ha) 

Average depth 1.5 m (5 ft)  
Maximum depth approx. 5.5 m 

(18 ft) 
 Inflows to the lake include 

localized surface runoff and 
groundwater discharge 

The lake outlets to the north 
through Irish Creek  

The lake bed is Crown Land 

 



3 

GRCA Land Ownership 
Puslinch Tract 

(265 ac) 

Puslinch Lake 
(300 ac) Ball Tract 

(46 ac) 

Bond Tract 
(100 ac) 
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Puslinch Lake Property 
In 1966 a recommendation was made to purchase 

three properties on the west side of Puslinch Lake to: 
 conserve the areas’ natural resources,  
 limit private development around the lake, and  
 provide public recreation. 

The GRCA subsequently acquired approximately 121 
ha (300 acres): 
 McCormick Property – 1968 (53 ha / 131 acres) 
 Currie Property – 1968 (29 ha / 71 acres) 
 Seegmiller Property – 1970 (39 ha / 98 acres) 

 



5 

Puslinch Lake Property 
Land cover on the property consists of:  
 48 ha (210 ac) of upland forest 
 35 ha (86 ac) of wetland 
 2 ha (5 ac) of disturbed land used for stockpiling dredged material 

from the lake 

There are two existing accesses to the property: 
 McCormick Point Private Lane from Concession Road 1 

(McCormick Point residents have an easement over this lane) 
 Former laneway to Seegmiller house - closed to the public and will 

eventually be naturalized. 

The GRCA maintains a rental house on the former 
McCormick property. The Seegmiller house was 
demolished in 2014. 
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Puslinch Lake 

GRCA 
Property 

GRCA 
Property 

McCormick 
Point 

Old Marina 
Restaurant 

Mud 
Bay 

Barber’s 
Beach 

Big Island 

St. Helen 
Island 

Site Access 

Site Access 

Stockpile 
Area 
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Management Plan 
The Puslinch Lake Management Plan was completed 

in 1977.  
The focus of the plan was on the management of 

forest resources including periodic timber harvests. 
The main management objectives were: 
 To manage the area’s timber and wildlife resources in a manner 

which would be mutually beneficial to both 
 To maintain the conservation area as a buffer zone of low impact 

recreation to offset the increased intensity of use around the lake 
 No new recreational development should occur; low impact 

recreation could occur on existing roads and logging trails 

Generally the 1977 management objectives are still 
valid today 
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Natural Heritage Features 
Provincially 

Significant Wetland 
Most of the GRCA 

property is wooded 
Majority of GRCA 

shoreline is within 
the floodplain 

Bog features on the 
property are very 
sensitive 
 

GRCA 
Property 

McCormick 
Point 

Barber’s 
Beach 

Big Island 

Mud Bay 

GRCA 
Property 
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Recent Challenges 
Lake is a closed groundwater system and only 

outlets via surface flows during high water periods 
Sediment build up within the lake has been an on-

going issue for many years 
Estimated that sediment accumulation ranges from 

0.5 m to 15 m in various locations 
Excessive aquatic vegetation growth resulting from 

nutrient loading (Eurasian milfoil) 
Eutrophic conditions can lead to fish kills 
Puslinch Lake Conservation Association (PLCA) 

conducting dredging operations to remove silt build 
up and non-native plants 
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Dredging Operations 
PLCA has a six year plan for sediment removal 

(20,000 tonnes per year) 
Removed sediment is stockpiled on GRCA property 
Once the sediment is dewatered it is removed for use 

as gardening soil 
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Future Public Access? 
Currently there are no plans to develop a public 

access to the lake from GRCA property 
Challenges if a future public access were to be 

considered: 
 Contrary to the existing management objectives for the property 
 Vehicular access to the shoreline is limited to the McCormick 

Point private lane 
 Most GRCA shoreline is constrained by wetland or floodplain 
 Risk of environmental harm resulting from increased public use 

and inappropriate activities (e.g. ATV usage) 
 Lack of staff and financial resources to maintain the property and 

enforce regulations on adjacent lands 
 Potential to disrupt neighbouring residents 
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REPORT PD-2015-012 

 

TO:  Mayor and Members of Council 

 

FROM: Robert Kelly, Chief Building Official 

  

SUBJECT: Sign Bylaw Variance – 424 Maltby Rd - Persian Investments Ltd. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Report PD-2015-012 regarding the sign by-law variance for 424 Maltby Road be 

received; and 

That Council grant the variance to the sign by-law to permit the erection of a real estate 

ground sign at 424 Maltby Rd, with: 

 The sign outside of the 9 metre sight triangle required by the Zoning by-law 

 A setback of 18 m minimum from the centre of the road allowance of Concession 

7; and 

 A maximum copy area of 13.4 m²  

DISCUSSION 

Purpose 

The subject property, 424 Maltby Rd, owned by Persian Investments Ltd. is located on 

the east side of Concession 7 Rd and South of Maltby Rd.  It has a lot area of 

approximately 41 hectares with frontage on both Maltby and Concession 7.  The subject 

property contains a dwelling and a barn. Agricultural lands surround the property, with 

estate residential lots further east of the subject property.  

D. W. Gould Realty Advisors Inc. has been contracted to list the property for sale. The 

realtor operation is seeking permission for a ground sign which does not meet two 

provisions within the sign by-law 9/91. 

The applicant is requesting Council grant a variance to the sign by-law to two 

provisions: 

 The sign has a copy area of 13.4 m². 

 The proposed sign will not meet the minimum setback. 
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Background 

The property is located on lands that have the County of Wellington’s existing Rural 

Industrial Official Plan designation. A Zoning By-law Amendment application has been 

submitted to allow an appropriate use; however the specific Rural Industrial use of the 

site is not known at this time. 

By-law Requirements 

The By-law having jurisdiction over this property is the Township of Puslinch Sign By-
law 9/91.  The proposed ground sign does not conform to two of the provisions in the 
sign by-law. 
 

1. 3.8  All signs shall maintain a minimum setback of 27.0 metres from the centre 
line of any road allowance. 

2. 3.11  No sign within the Township shall exceed 9.0 square metres in display 
surface or copy area. 

 
The applicant’s proposal provides an approximate setback of 19 m from the 
proposed sign location to the centre of the road allowance.  The required setback of 
27 m would place the sign in a location where the existing foliage could obstruct the 
copy area. 
 
The copy area of the sign proposed is 13.4 m².  The maximum copy area permitted 
by the sign by-law is 9 m². The increased copy area would not impede or 
disadvantage any other adjacent business as this proposal is for a real estate 
advertisement of the property; as such Township staff has no objection to this issue. 
 
The Township Zoning By-law 19/85 has a requirement for sight triangles. The extent 
of a required sight triangle for an intersection is indicated in the By-law. Where 
neither abutting intersecting street is a County Road or Highway the sight triangle 
requirement is 9 m. Although the proposed location isn’t clearly dimensioned; it 
would appear to exceed the required 9 metres. If the sign location remains outside of 
the sight triangle; Township staff has no objection to the location.  
 
Applicable Legislation and Requirements 
 
Township of Puslinch Sign By-law 9/91 
Township of Puslinch Zoning By-law 19/85 
 
Attachment 
 
Schedule “A” – Arial photograph of site. 
Schedule “B” – Submission from applicant 
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MINUTES 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Councillor Stokley, Chair  
Tom Jefferson, Vice-Chair 
Daina Makinson 
June Williams 
Nichole Caswell 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT  
 
None. 
 
TOWNSHIP STAFF  
  
Donna Tremblay, Deputy Clerk 
Don Creed, Director of Public Works and Parks 
Marissa Herner, Communications Associate/C.S.R 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 
None.  
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
a) March 17, 2015 – Regular Meeting 

 
Moved by June Williams and then Seconded by Daina Makinson REC-2015-08 
 
That the Minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting dated March 17, 2015 be 
adopted. 
 

CARRIED 
 

4. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
 
None. 

5. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1.  Optimist Recreation Centre 
 

a) Verbal Update on the extended timeline for the Shinny and Sticks and Pucks 
Pilot Program 
 
Ms. Donna Tremblay advised the committee that staff will be providing them 
with a Report regarding the results of the 2014/2015 shinny hockey pilot. It is 
anticipated that this staff report will come forward at the July meeting.    
 

b) Verbal Update – Draft Recreation and Parks Master Plan – next steps 
 

Ms. Tremblay advised the committee that staff will be providing them with a 
report at the May 19th meeting regarding the Final Recreation and Parks 
Master Plan and next steps for the Committee. 
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6. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
1. Revenue and Expenses 

 
a) February 2015 (Parkland) 
b) February 2015 (Optimist Recreation Centre) 
c) February 2015 (Puslinch Community Centre) 

 
The Committee reviewed the February 2015 revenue and expenses for the Parkland, 
Optimist Recreation Centre, and Puslinch Community Centre departments. 
 
Moved by Ms. Makinson and then Seconded by Ms. Williams REC-2015-09 
 
That the Recreation Committee receive the following: 
 

a) January 2015 (Parkland) 
b) January 2015 (Optimist Recreation Centre) 
c) January 2015 (Puslinch Community Centre) 

 
CARRIED 
 

2. Revenue Summaries 
 
a) Yearly Revenue Comparison – Community Centre/Optimist Recreation Centre 

 
Moved by Ms. Williams and then Seconded by Ms. Makinson REC-2015-10 
 
That the Recreation Committee receive the Yearly Revenue Comparison – 
Puslinch Community Centre/Optimist Recreation Centre. 
 
CARRIED 
 

7. CLOSED MEETING 
 
None.  
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  

Moved by Ms. Makinson and then Seconded by Ms. Williams REC-2015-11 

The Recreation Committee Meeting hereby adjourns at 7:45 p.m.  

CARRIED 
 

9. NEXT MEETING 
 
Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
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