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      M I N U T E S 
 

DATE:  December 13, 2023 
CLOSED MEETING: Directly following item 7.2.1 
COUNCIL MEETING:  10:00 A.M. 

 

The December 13, 2023 Council Meeting was held on the above date and called to order at 11:00 a.m. via 
electronic participation and in-person at 7404 Wellington Rd 34, Puslinch.  
 

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

ATTENDANCE:   
 
Councillor Sara Bailey  
Councillor Russel Hurst 
Councillor Jessica Goyda  
Councillor John Sepulis 
Mayor James Seeley 
 
 
STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
1. Glenn Schwendinger, CAO - absent 
2. Mike Fowler, Director of Public Works, Parks and Facilities  
3. Mary Hasan, Director of Finance/Treasurer  
4. Courtenay Hoytfox, Interim CAO 
5. Justine Brotherston, Interim Clerk 
6. Sarah Huether, Interim Deputy Clerk 

 
3. MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

  
4. CONFIRMATION OF THE AGENDA 

 
Resolution No. 2023-407:   Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Hurst 
 

That Council approves the December 13, 2023 Agenda as circulated; and  
 
That Council approves the additions to the agenda as follows: 
 
Questions received from Council seeking additional information and the corresponding responses 
provided by staff regarding the December 13, 2023 Council agenda; and 
 
That Council shall go into closed session under Section 239 of the Municipal Act for the purpose of a 
position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations carried on or to be 
carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board directly following item 7.2.1. 

  
CARRIED 

 
5. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & THE GENERAL NATURE THEREOF: 

 
Councillor Goyda declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 6.1.1 and 7.1.1 Grant Application 
Program, the organization Sunrise Therapeutic Riding Centre are seeking to receive grant funding. As I am a 
member of this organization, I have an indirect pecuniary interest.  
 
Councillor Goyda declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 7.2.1 Properties for Designation 
under the Heritage Act, as my parents are the owners of one of the properties listed, I have an indirect 
pecuniary interest.  
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Councillor Sepulis declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 7.1.1, the organizations Friends of 
Mill Creek and Optimist Club of Puslinch are seeking to receive grant funding. As I am a member of each of 
these organizations, I have an indirect pecuniary interest. 

 
6. DELEGATIONS: 

(a) Specific Interest (Items Listed on the Meeting Agenda)  
6.1.1 11:05 AM Delegation by Sunrise Therapeutic Riding & Learning Centre regarding 

Report FIN-2023-033 – 2024 Grant Application Program  
 
 

Councillor Goyda declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 6.1.1 and 7.1.1 Grant Application 
Program, the organizations Friends of Mill Creek and Sunrise Therapeutic Riding Centre are seeking to 
receive grant funding. As I am a member of each of these organizations, I have an indirect pecuniary interest 
and refrained from discussions and voting on that item. 
 

 
Resolution No. 2023-408:  Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Bailey 
 

That Council receives the Delegation by Anne Caine, Sunrise Therapeutic Riding & Learning Centre 
regarding the 2024 Grant Application Program for information. 

CARRIED   
 
7. REPORTS: 
 

7.1 Finance Department 
 
7.1.1 Sunrise Therapeutic Riding & Learning Centre regarding Report FIN-2023-033 – 2024 Grant 
Application Program 

 
Resolution No. 2023-409:   Moved by Councillor Bailey and  
   Seconded by Councillor Hurst 

 
THAT Report FIN-2023-033 entitled 2024 Grant Application Program be received; and  
 
That Council approves the grant allocations amounting to $7,870 as outlined below: 
 

Organization 2024 Approved Grant Allocation  
Aberfoyle Agricultural Society $3,000 
Aberfoyle Farmers’ Market Association Inc. $2,000  
Crieff Hills Retreat Centre $1,370 
Ellis Chapel $500 
Puslinch Minor Soccer Club $0 
Whistle Stop Cooperative Preschool $1,000  

 
And that notice be provided to Whistle Stop Cooperative Preschool advising that exceptions to 
receive late applications from Whistle Stop Cooperative Preschool will no longer be provided and 
that future grant application requests will only be considered if submitted within the prescribed 
timelines; and 
 
That Council direct staff to amend the submission deadline for the Grant Application Program to 
be the last business day of September at 2pm going forward to better support organizations in 
meeting the submission deadline.  

CARRIED 
 
Councillor Goyda declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 6.1.1 and 7.1.1 Grant Application 
Program, the organizations Friends of Mill Creek and Sunrise Therapeutic Riding Centre are seeking to 



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH 
DECEMBER 13, 2023 COUNCIL MEETING 

VIRTUAL MEETING BY ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION 
& IN-PERSON AT 7404 WELLINGTON RD 34, PUSLINCH 

 
 

Page 3 of 6 
 

receive grant funding. As I am a member of each of these organizations, I have an indirect pecuniary interest 
and refrained from discussions and voting on that item. 

 
Resolution No. 2023-410:   Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Hurst 

 
That Council approves the grant allocations amounting to $3,000 as outlined below: 
 

Organization 2023 Approved Grant Allocation  
Sunrise Therapeutic Riding and Learning Centre $3,000 

 
CARRIED 

 
Councillor Sepulis declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 7.1.1, the organizations Friends of 
Mill Creek and Optimist Club of Puslinch are seeking to receive grant funding. As I am a member of each of 
these organizations, I have an indirect pecuniary interest and refrained from discussions and voting on that 
item. 

 
Resolution No. 2023-411:   Moved by Councillor Hurst and  
   Seconded by Councillor Bailey 

 
That Council approves the grant allocations amounting to $6,000 as outlined below: 
 

Organization 2023 Approved Grant Allocation  
Friends of Mill Creek  $3,000 
Optimist Club of Puslinch $3,000 

 
CARRIED 

 
7.1.2 Report FIN-2023-034 - 2024 Municipal Insurance 

 
Resolution No. 2023-412:   Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Hurst 

 
THAT Report FIN-2023-034 entitled 2024 Municipal Insurance be received; and 
 
THAT Council authorize awarding the Municipal Insurance Coverage and Services contract to 
Intact Public Entities Inc. for the Policy Term January 1, 2024 to January 1, 2025. 

 
CARRIED 

 
7.1.3 Report FIN-2023-036 - 2024 Proposed Operating Budget  
 

 
Resolution No. 2023-413:   Moved by Councillor Hurst and  
   Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 

 
THAT Report FIN-2023-036 entitled 2024 Proposed Operating Budget be received; and 
 
That Council approves the 2024 one-time base budget increases amounting to $1,530 as 
outlined below to be funded by the 2023 surplus: 
 

Description  2024 Approved One-Time 
Base Budget Increases 

Develop Video and Photo Content (GoPro or comparable device) $450 



THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PUSLINCH 
DECEMBER 13, 2023 COUNCIL MEETING 

VIRTUAL MEETING BY ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION 
& IN-PERSON AT 7404 WELLINGTON RD 34, PUSLINCH 

 
 

Page 4 of 6 
 

Public Consultation for Township's Land Acknowledgement Report 
and Statement 

$1,080 

 
That Council approves the 2024 one-time base budget increases amounting to $4,200 as 
outlined below to be funded by the Heritage Financial Incentive Program Discretionary 
Reserve: 
 

Description  2024 Approved One-Time 
Base Budget Increases 

Heritage Plaque on the Puslinch Community Centre Grounds $2,200 
Peer Reviews for Heritage Designations $2,000 

 
That Council approves the 2024 permanent base budget increases amounting to $16,854 as 
,outlined below to be funded by the 2024 tax levy: 
 

Description  2024 Approved One-Time 
Base Budget Increases 

By-law Public Education $500 
Enamel Crest Pins $551 
Council, Committees and Administrative Support Staff Clothing 
Allowance 

$2,210 

Youth Leadership Conference and Mileage for Youth Advisory 
Committee Members 

$588 

Full-Time Facility Operator $13,005 
 

Further, that Council direct staff to incorporate the following approved amendments into the 
base budget as follows: 
 

 recognize the $12.5K savings regarding aquifer study;  
 $25K contribution to the winter maintenance discretionary reserve be funded by the one-

time 2024 County funds estimated at $20K for the Wellington Road 35 closure with the 
remaining $5K to be funded by the tax levy; 

 $0 contribution to the insurance contingency discretionary reserve; and 
 

That Council consider the reduction to the contribution to tree removal budget of $10K at an 
upcoming budget meeting.  

 
CARRIED 

 
Council recessed from 2:12 pm to 2:38 pm  
 
Roll Call 
Councillor Goyda 
Councillor Sepulis 
Councillor Bailey 
Councillor Hurst 
Mayor Seeley 

 
7.2 Administration Department 
 
7.2.1 Report ADM-2023-073 Properties for Designation 2024  
 

Resolution No. 2023-414:   Moved by Councillor Hurst and  
   Seconded by Councillor Goyda 

 
That Report ADM-2023-073 entitled Priority Properties for Heritage Designation in 2024 be 
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received; and 
 
That Council endorse the properties outlined in the report (as noted below) with the exception of 
the property 4726 Watson RD S for consideration for designation and approves the 
recommended action plan as outlined in this report:  
 

1. 4856 Sideroad 10 N; 
2. 6714 Concession 1; 
3. 4162 Highway 6; 
4. 7618 Leslie RD W; 
5. 8 Brock RD N; 
6. 413 Arkell RD; 
7. 6 Victoria ST; 
8. 7839 Wellington RD 34; 
9. 56 Queen ST; 
10. 4855 Pioneer TR; 
11. 4347 Concession 11; 
12. 4677 Watson RD S; 
13. 69 Queen ST; 
14. 6592 Concession 1; 
15. 7751 Maltby RD E; 
16. 6981 Concession 4; 
17. 4556 Sideroad 20 N; and 
18. 7094 Concession 1. 

CARRIED 
Councillor Goyda declared a potential pecuniary interest related to item 7.2.1 Properties for Designation 
under the Heritage Act, as my parents are the owners of one of the properties listed, I have an indirect 
pecuniary interest and refrained from discussions and voting on that item. 
 
Resolution No. 2023-415:   Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Bailey 

 
That Council endorse the property 4726 Watson RD S for consideration for designation and 
approves the recommended action plan as outlined in report ADM-2023-073. 

CARRIED 
 
 
8. CLOSED SESSION: 

Council was in closed session from 2:44 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.  
 
The Clerk stopped the recording and removed all public attendees from the webinar. The webinar was then 
‘locked’ so no new participants are able to join.  
  

 
Resolution No. 2023-416:   Moved by Councillor Bailey and  

   Seconded by Councillor Hurst 
  

That Council shall go into closed session under Section 239 of the Municipal Act for the purpose of a 
position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations carried on or to be 
carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board. 

 
CARRIED  

 
Resolution No. 2023-417:   Moved by Councillor Goyda and  

   Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 
 
THAT Council moves into open session at 3:10 pm 
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CARRIED  
 
Council resumed into open session at 3:10 p.m. 
 

Resolution No. 2023-418:   Moved by Councillor Hurst and  
   Seconded by Councillor Bailey 

 
That Council receives the: 
 

Confidential report regarding a position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any 
negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board and that 
staff proceed as directed.  

 
CARRIED  

 
9. CONFIRMATORY BY-LAW: 

 
(a) By-Law to confirm the proceedings of Council for the Corporation of the Township of Puslinch  
 

Resolution No. 2023-419:   Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
   Seconded by Councillor Bailey 
 

That the following By-law be taken as read three times and finally passed in open Council: 
 
By-Law 2023-055 being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of Council for the Corporation of the 
Township of Puslinch at its meeting held on the 13 day of December 2023.  

CARRIED  
 

10. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Resolution No. 2023-420:   Moved by Councillor Goyda and  
   Seconded by Councillor Sepulis 
 

That Council hereby adjourns at 3:10 p.m. 
   CARRIED 

 
 

 
 

  ________________________________________ 
    James Seeley, Mayor 

  
   

 ________________________________________ 
  Courtenay Hoytfox, Clerk 


