


areas, septic systems, fire 
water storage (size and 
location), fuel storage and any 
other site feature related to the 
proposed operations. 

 
Township of Puslinch Property Standards & By-
law Enforcement 

No comments 
 
 

Township of Puslinch Public Works 
Department 

No comments 
 

Sourcewater See attached 
 

County Transportation Department No comments 
 

Township Noise Consultant See letter attached 
 

GRCA No comments 
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Our File:  2135 
 
March 13, 2023 
 
Township of Puslinch 
7404 Wellington Road 34  
Guelph, ON, N1H 6H9 
 
Attention: Mr. Glenn Schwendinger 
  CAO 
 
Dear Glenn; 
 
Hydro-Vac Truck Disposal Area:  6678 County Road 34, Puslinch 
Township 
 
We have received and reviewed additional draft information provided 
by the applicant.  In response to concerns related to the permeable and 
vulnerable underlying aquifer condition, the following measures are 
suggested; 
 
• Offloading of slurry on impermeable base 
• Drainage of slurry through a lined drainage channel  
• Storage of water in a lined pond with a control structure 
• Release of water only when tested “clean” in comparison to Table 
2 Potable Groundwater Criteria (Full Depth Generic Site Condition 
Standards in a Potable Ground Water Condition All Types of Property 
Use, as provided in the Table 2 of the MECP document entitled "Soil, 
Ground Water and Sediment Standards for Use Under Part XV.1 of the 
Environmental Protection Act", dated April 15, 2011). 
• Water released to existing aggregate pond for irrigation or 
infiltration 

In comparison to the present ongoing operation, the proposed 
measures reduces the risk of groundwater contamination from the 
offloading of untested slurries from the Hydro-Vac Trucks. 
 
It remains our recommendation to the Township of Puslinch to not 
permit this activity through a zoning amendment.     The ongoing and 

Harden Environmental Services Ltd. 
4622 Nassagaweya-Puslinch Townline 
Moffat, Ontario, L0P 1J0 
Phone: (519) 826-0099  Fax: (519) 826-9099 
 

Groundwater Studies 
 
Geochemistry 
 
Phase I / II 
 
Regional Flow Studies 
 
Contaminant Investigations 
 
OMB Hearings 
 
Water Quality Sampling 
 
Monitoring 
 
Groundwater Protection 
Studies 
 
Groundwater Modeling 
 
Groundwater Mapping 
 
Permits to Take Water 
 
Environmental Compliance 
Approvals 
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proposed activity does not fall within the permitted activities for the existing zoning and 
the requested activities come with risk to the underlying groundwater resources.  
 
The Township and County adopted the Paris and Galt Moraine Policies to protect the 
groundwater resources lying thereunder.  The underlying geological formations are the 
source areas for local water supplies.  The only available water supply comes from the 
groundwater aquifers and despite all assurances provided to date, the requested activity 
involves the offloading of untested sediment/water slurries.  Although containment, 
testing and conditional release of water procedures will be in place, it remains our opinion 
that the hydrogeological setting is inappropriate for this activity given the reliance of local 
residents on the groundwater resource.  In addition, there is continued pressure from the 
City of Guelph and Region of Waterloo for additional groundwater resources sourced 
from this area.   
 
There are suitable locations for this type of activity below the escarpment where there 
are lake-based municipal drinking water systems and low permeability soils.   There are 
also hydrogeologically suitable areas north of Guelph where lower permeability 
formations at surface do not allow for rapid transmission of contaminants to aquifers. 
 
Given an opportunity to deny this activity, we continue to recommend that the Township 
prohibit this activity at this site.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Harden Environmental Services Ltd.  

 
Stan Denhoed, P.Eng., M.Sc. 
Senior Hydrogeologist 
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 2 Consulting Acoustical Engineers  

 

Celebrating over 60 years
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

Yours truly, 

VALCOUSTICS CANADA LTD. 

 

Per:                                    
 John Emeljanow, P.Eng. 

JE\ 
2025-02-19 Pre Con Request Review V1.0.docx 





 

PLANNING | URBAN DESIGN | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
72 Victoria St. S., Suite 201, Kitchener, ON, N2G 4Y9 
162 Locke St. S., Suite 200, Hamilton, ON, L8P 4A9 
gspgroup.ca 

January 27, 2025  File No. 24038 

Township of Puslinch 
7404 Wellington Road 34 
Puslinch, ON 
N0B 2J0 
 
Attn: Lynne Banks 
 Development and Legislative Coordinator 

Re: 6678 Wellington Road 34 
 Pre-Consultation Meeting Request 
 Temporary Use By-law Amendment Application 

 
Dear Lynne, 

On behalf of 2374868 Ontario Inc. (the ñOwnerò), GSP Group is pleased to submit the following letter 
as part of our formal request for a Pre-Consultation Meeting to discuss a proposed Temporary Use 
By-law Amendment application (the ñApplicationò) for a portion of the property located at 6678 
Wellington Road 34 in Puslinch (the ñSiteò). 

Background Information 

The entire property at 6678 Wellington Road 34 in Puslinch is 39.4 hectares in size and has frontage 
onto Wellington Road 34. The northern part of the site is a gravel pit mostly under rehabilitation 
pursuant to a License under the Aggregate Resources Act (ñARAò) issued by MNR. As part of those 
operations, liquid soil was processed and used for the rehabilitation of the gravel pit.  

The Site is designated Secondary Agricultural and Greenlands in the County of Wellington Official 
Plan. The Site currently has dual zoning. The south portion of the Site is zoned Agricultural with special 
provision 13 (Asp13). Within the Asp13 zone, agricultural uses, normal farm practices and farm related 
businesses are permitted. The north portion is currently zoned Extractive Industrial with special 
provision 63 (EXIsp63). The Extractive Zone permits uses as regulated under the MNRF license. 

On October 10, 2024, the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (the ñMECPò), issued an 
Environmental Compliance Approval (ñECAò) (Waste) for the Site. The application for the ECA was 
applied for under section 20.2 of Part II of the Environmental Protection Act, for approval of a waste 
disposal site to be used for the processing of excess soil, including liquid soil. The ECA provides for, 
among other items, comprehensive soil, surface water and groundwater sampling, monitoring, 
reporting and contingency programs. 
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On October 10, 2024, the MECP also issued an Air and Noise ECA for the Site.  The approval governs 
the air and noise emissions from the hydrovac processing equipment and operations.  The ECA 
provides for, among other items, a comprehensive operation and maintenance program for trucks and 
processing equipment. 

On November 5, 2024, the MNR approved the spilt of License #20085 between Capital Paving Inc. 
and the Owner, creating License #626648 which governs all of the licensed area on the Ownerôs 
property. 

The Owner is currently in the process of removing the area that is subject to the ECA for the processing 
of liquid soil from the ARA license, which would come into force upon the rezoning of the site.  

The Application 

We understand that a Zoning By-law Amendment was previously submitted for the property and was 
refused by the Township. 

The Owner is now proposing a Temporary Use By-law Amendment for a portion of the Site within the 
EXIsp63 zone representing the area on the Site previously used for the management of liquid soil (see 
Figure 1 attached), which is 2.16 hectares in area. The temporary use provisions would permit the 
management of liquid waste on the Site, for a period up to 3 years. After 3 years, the use could be 
reviewed and extended for an additional 3 years, subject to Council approval. All other uses associated 
with the operations are permitted under the amending License #626648 with the MNR and the MECP 
Waste and Air & Noise ECAs. 

Section 13.4 of the County of Wellington Official Plan states that a by-law may be passed by a local 
council to allow the temporary use of land for a purpose that is otherwise prohibited by the Official Plan 
or Zoning By-law. A Temporary Use By-law may not exceed three years but may be extended. When 
considering a Temporary Use By-law, Council would have regard for the following: the likely duration; 
compatibility; the adequacy of services; access and parking; impact assessment; and general 
conformity with the County Official Plan. 

The demand for liquid waste disposal sites is expected to increase due to a number of factors, 
including: 

¶ Growing volume of liquid waste: As urban areas expand and infrastructure projects are 
completed, so does the amount of liquid waste generated from hydrovac operations. Hydrovac 
operations are a critical infrastructure service used by municipalities, utilities and landowners 
to prevent inadvertent underground utility strikes and support emergency services such as 
power line failures and water main breaks. 

¶ Environmental Awareness: As environmental awareness grows, so does the need for 
advanced liquid waste treatment. With approved ECAs, there are extensive and 
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comprehensive environmental and other measures in place that will ensure protection of the 
natural environment. Providing an approved liquid waste disposal site will prevent illegal 
dumping. Illegal dumping can cause health concerns and long-term environmental damage.  

¶ Lack of Local Sites: A liquid waste disposal site will service local municipalities who are 
actively involved in ongoing infrastructure projects. This also includes local utilities including 
gas and hydro companies. Currently, liquid soil being collected in Waterloo Region/Wellington 
County is hauled to the closest waste disposal site located in Stoney Creek, ON. This means 
greater costs to the municipality and the utility and ultimately the public to haul the waste to 
another municipality, as well as greater impact to the environment due to truck travel and 
associated consumption of gas, diesel fuel and emissions.  

We look forward to meeting with the Township to discuss the proposed Temporary Use By-law to 
permit the management of liquid soil on the Site as a temporary use. We believe there is a benefit 
between the proposed use and the continued need for the rehabilitation of the licensed former gravel 
pit, as well as a benefit to the wider community by providing a certified disposal site for liquid soil. 

We look forward to receiving pre-consultation comments and meeting with staff and agencies to 
discuss this proposal further. 

Sincerely, 
GSP Group Inc. 

 

Hugh Handy, MCIP, RPP     Valerie Schmidt, MCIP, RPP 
Vice President       Planning Development Manager 

 
 

Cc: Frank Ertl, Owner 
 Fred Taylor, GHD 
 Amelia Soutar, GHD  
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